SFMOMA ANNOUNCES TRANSFORMATIVE GIFT OF ARTWORKS FROM THE ESTATE OF
NORAH AND NORMAN STONE TOGETHER WITH $10 MILLION BEQUEST
Nearly 350 Works Significantly Expand the Museum’s Contemporary Holdings; Generous
Bequest to Support Future Exhibitions Celebrating the Art of Our Time

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (March 3, 2022)—The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) today announced the
landmark gift of nearly 350 paintings, sculptures, drawings, photographs, design objects and media art works from
the Estate of Norah and Norman Stone. A monumentally important collection of cutting-edge modern and
contemporary art, the Stones’ gift includes works by a diverse and exceptional range of artists including Diane
Arbus, Hans Bellmer, Marcel Duchamp, Jeff Koons, Sarah Lucas, Bruce Nauman, Francis Picabia, Sigmar Polke,
Richard Prince, Cindy Sherman, Andy Warhol, Carrie Mae Weems, Ai Wei Wei and Danh Vo, among many others.
Included in the gift is an over $10 million unrestricted bequest, which will establish The Norah and Norman Stone
Fund for Exhibitions of Contemporary Art, dedicated to supporting future exhibitions and collection displays at
SFMOMA. The significant funding and major group of works will dramatically expand SFMOMA’s holdings of
contemporary art after the gift goes through the museum’s board approval process, enabling SFMOMA to
meaningfully advance its mission to share the art of our time.
“Norah and Norman have made a breathtaking and exemplary gift to the museum they loved so much. Longtime
friends and trustees, the Stones’ generosity will sustain SFMOMA’s commitment to contemporary art, both in our
collection displays and our special exhibitions,” said Neal Benezra, Helen and Charles Schwab Director of SFMOMA.
“Their legacy of generosity is matched only by their marvelous personal style, passion for life and all that is new in
contemporary art. We are profoundly grateful to them.”
The Stones began collecting art in the 1980s. With the early guidance of former SFMOMA curator of painting and
sculpture, John Caldwell (1942–1993), the Stones developed their passion for thought-provoking, vanguard
contemporary art, and collecting became a key focus of their lives. In the late 1980s, the Stones became
increasingly interested in young artists such as Matthew Barney, Robert Gober, Mike Kelley, Jeff Koons, Richard
Prince and Cindy Sherman. Collecting was a joint effort for the couple—“Collecting brings us closer together…”
Norah Stone said in a 2016 interview with Architectural Digest. “You won’t always agree, but you know you have to
make decisions. That’s life really.”
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With a growing dedication to art, Norman joined the SFMOMA Board of Trustees in 1991, followed by Norah in
2009. Norah also served as an SFMOMA docent, and the couple dedicated copious time to numerous SFMOMA
board committees and auxiliaries. Their longterm commitment to SFMOMA was additionally illustrated by their
involvement with the Campaign for Art which helped generate gifts of over 3,000 works of art—including their
own contributions of work by John Baldessari, Joseph Beuys and Jeff Koons, among others—in celebration of the
expanded museum’s opening in 2016.
“Norah and Norman’s gift to SFMOMA is a true expression of their love for and dedication to the museum and the
city of San Francisco,” said the Stones’ daughter, Amy Stone. “They deeply valued how art can inspire, move and
connect people. We hope their gift will help keep their love of contemporary art alive for years to come.”

Highlights of the Stone Collection include several seminal works by Marcel Duchamp, such as Objet-dard, L.H.O.O.Q.
and Feuille de vigne femelle; selections by Andy Warhol including Nine Shoes and Six Oxidation Paintings; the
celebrated Two Ball Tank and Large Vase of Flowers by Jeff Koons, which greeted visitors on SFMOMA’s Floor 7
galleries during the 2016 reopening of the museum upon its expansion; standout photographs such as Catherine
Opie’s Bo, Carrie Mae Weems’ Kitchen Table and Cindy Sherman’s Film Still; and thought-provoking conceptual
works such as Ai Wei Wei’s Fairytale Chairs and Danh Vo’s FedEx.
The Stones’ generous $10 million bequest will help fund contemporary art exhibitions at the museum, beginning
with two 2022 presentations opening April 9. Shifting the Silence will feature works by 32 women artists who use
the radical, experimental and powerful language of abstraction to explore the world. Speculative Portraits will
feature contemporary artists who draw from scientific research and technology to expand on ideas of portraiture,
identity and human presence.
ABOUT NORAH AND NORMAN STONE
Norman Stone (1939–2021) was born in Chicago. After graduating from high school, Norman worked for his
family’s business before leaving for a position at venture capital firm Draper, Gaither & Anderson. By the mid1960s, he grew disillusioned with the business and, while still an investor, he enrolled in the San Francisco Art
Institute. Later, while pursuing his doctorate in clinical psychology at the Wright Institute in Berkeley, CA, he began
working as a staff psychotherapist at the Bayview Hunters Point Foundation’s mental health center, where he
continued to work for the next 38 years. He met Norah on a blind date in 1984, and they married two years later.
Norah Stone (1938–2019) was born Norah Sharpe in Alberta, Canada. She studied nursing at the University of
Alberta and worked as a surgical nurse at several hospitals in the Bay Area. In 1967 she supervised the first
volunteer nursing staff at the Haight Ashbury Free Clinic; she also held volunteer positions at the Child Abuse
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Prevention Center in San Francisco and NARAL Pro-Choice America. In addition to her involvement with healthoriented organizations, Norah earned a degree from San Francisco Law School, eventually becoming a senior
attorney at Pacific Telesis Group in San Francisco. Along with the couple’s extraordinary support of SFMOMA,
Norah served on the National Committee of the Whitney Museum of American Art and the Tate International
Council.
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
151 Third Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is one of the largest museums of modern and contemporary art in the
United States and a thriving cultural center for the Bay Area. Our remarkable collection of painting, sculpture,
photography, architecture, design and media arts is housed in a LEED Gold-certified building designed by the global
architects Snøhetta and Mario Botta. In addition to our seven gallery floors, SFMOMA offers 45,000 square feet of
free, art-filled public space open to all.
Visit sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for more information.
** Follow us on Twitter for updates and announcements: @SFMOMA_Press
Media Contacts
Clara Hatcher Baruth, chatcher@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4177

Image credits:
Jeff Koons, Large Vase of Flowers, 1991; The Estate of Norah and Norman Stone; © Jeff Koons; photo: Katherine Du Tiel,
courtesy SFMOMA
Cindy Sherman, Untitled Film Still #27, 1980; The Estate of Norah and Norman Stone; © Cindy Sherman; photo: Katherine Du
Tiel, courtesy SFMOMA
Carrie Mae Weems, Kitchen Table; The Estate of Norah and Norman Stone; © Carrie Mae Weems; photo: Katherine Du Tiel,
courtesy SFMOMA
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